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The PREFORM Utility is a comprehensive Disk Re-Formatter Utility.  It allows the user to easily repair "sector not found" and "crc errors".  Only 5" Floppy Disks may be operated on, including Single/Double Density, Single/Double Sided disk systems.  The syntax of the PREFORM command is:

          =====================================================

          !  PREFORM,:a,b,c                                   !

          !                                                   !

          !          :a  = drive to be re-formatted (0-7)     !

          !          b   = Y or N (pause on faulty sectors)   !

          !          c   = starting cylinder (default 0)      !

          !                                                   !

          !  abbr: NONE                                       !

          =====================================================

     When the desired parameters have been selected, the specified drive will be read to determine the diskette type (cylinders, density, sides).  If there is not enough memory for the re-format utility to operate, the program will abort with a corresponding message.  If memory is sufficient, then the re-format operation will then proceed as follows:

The current track will be read into memory sector by sector.

The track will be formatted.

The track will be re-written back sector by sector.

     If any errors occur during any of the 3 steps, and the Y option was specified, you will be issued an error message, and allowed to R>etry, S>kip, or A>bort.  If the N option was specified, processing will continue with no error messages.  When the entire disk has been re-formatted, the directory track will be read into memory, and written back with the proper read-protect data address marks.

     If you wish the program to abort, you may press the BREAK key, and the routine will terminate after the current track has been completed.  This will allow normal termination of the program.  It is NOT suggested to press the RESET button to abort the program, as the current track may be totally lost.  If the program is aborted, and the directory track has already been re-formatted, it will not be read-protected.  In this case, you must issue a "repair (alien)" command to gain access back to the diskette.

     If any CRC errors existed on the diskette, they will be corrected (if the media is OK).  If any NOT FOUND errors existed on the diskette, they also will be corrected, but the previous contents of the sector will be completely lost.  This will allow the diskette to be reused with minor losses.  If the faulty sector was on the directory track, it is possible that some files records may have been lost also.  It is strongly recommended that the user make frequent backups of valued data so minimal losses will be experienced.  If sectors are lost during the re-formatting process, it is advised that the user recopy the programs that were assigned to the faulty sectors.  The PSS Utility will assist the user in resolving this. (see utility disk #6)

     This program will also "freshen" a diskette.  The diskettes that are used have a "shelf" life of about 5 years according to most manufacturers.  By re-formatting a diskette, the data will be strengthened, and the shelf life will be extended.  If all sectors are readable before re-formatting, then no loss of data will occur.

